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autobiography are embedded there, rich deposits of art
criticism, bible commentary, heraldry, poetic criticism,
suggestive words are tracked to their inmost lair, the
elements of drawing and of several sciences are followed
for a while. We have, in fact, a faithful reflection of
the multitudinous interests of this most fertile mind,
given with an artless fidelity that makes "Fors Clavigera"
one of the most valuable Confessions in the whole of
literature. But though other purposes often overlay
the directly social teaching, this latter always re-
appears and occupies the largest space throughout the
volumes..

This teaching, however, no longer seeks merely to in-
form the mind or to inflame the heart with an understand-
ing of and a passion for social justice, it aims at directly
stimulating readers to join him in experiments of prac-
tical reform. This is made clear in the opening letter
(January 1871) by the following declaration of his
purpose: " I must clear myself from all sense of respon-
sibility for the material distress around me, by explaining
to you, in the shortest English I can, what I know of
its causes ; by pointing out to you some of the methods
by which it might be relieved j and by setting aside
regularly some small percentage of my income, to assist,
as one of yourselves, in what one and all we shall have
to do; each of us laying by something, according to
our means, for the common service; and having
amongst us at last, be it ever so small, a National Store
instead of a National Debt/'1 This craving to "do
something practical" is the animating spirit of " Fors/1
To get a piece of land and to put upon it willing workers
who should till the soil and ply useful handicrafts, living
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